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The Windy Month. 


a 5 f r.,11 of Thee !” Nature is roused from 
he /;r^TT^ * - natura, choristers, a re cele- 
bratinc the levee. Day by day they are re-v.stt.ng our shores 
from southern lands. Among the hills, the rich brown moun- 
tain finch slides and glides into our notice ; on the gorse-clad 
heaths and commons those handsome birds the stone-chat 
and whin-chat may be seen, nearly always perched on the 
topmost parts of the bushes, whence they utter their breezy 
cries. The rooks are busy on the tree tops, for their egging 
season is on, and it is an important time with them, as we 
may gather from the clatter of ornithological debate going on 
overhead. Not far away, in quieter and more solitary spots, 
the wood pigeons are engaged in the same absorbing and 
self-denying occupation. The chiff-chaff has arrived, for we 
can hear its peculiar cry, even though we rarely see the bird, 
whose shyness prevents its personal introduction to us. The 
thrushes and blackbirds are nesting and sitting ; their nests 
are constructed of strong, durable materials, and so placed in 

the betterr y wii|“ttcatd the m ° re ““ deVe ‘° PS 

sympathy w'th" "nataraf h™. lkS ° Ur , sI « ht knowledge of and 

unalloyed delight Yon 1 w ° bjeCtS 1S a constant a,ld 

opened flowers, and listen^to the freshly ‘ 

arrived birds. A vea b ° We COme voices in the newly- 

heard them under such ^ . C ° me and S one since we saw and 
have taken place in ou CIrCUmstances before. Much may 
then, but these sights anT" 1 bves and circumstances since 

feel younger, f 0r they carrv S ° Unds earl Y spring make us 
were really so. Us ° ac k to past years when we 

Massing along this qu i e t count 

tr y road, just where a fir 
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plantation borders one side, you may perchance h M 
Of low, short, crisp bird calls. You have only to stand “ r'T 
stm a few minutes, and the callers will eome into £ * d 
take no more notice of you than if you were a post Tt, 
are i„ pairs-solitary pairs. Call answers to call, although 
the birds are only a few feet or yards apart-crawli 
hanging, flying short flights. Did you ever see such bonnv 
bird darlings? You fall in love with them in a moment ; they 
are so small, so bold, so perky, altogether so comical! 'i 
need not say I am alluding to one of the smallest and prettiest 
of our British birds, the gold-crested wren— a much commoner 
bird than many people imagine, if you only take the trouble 
to look and listen out for it. Its nest will be found by-and- 
by, very likely on the under side of one of the lower and 
denser fir or larch branches. 

The garden warbler is chirruping its low, sweet notes in the 
hedgerows ; the robin redbreast— “ faithful among the unfaithful 
found,” for it remains with us in England all the year round— 
has ceased the melancholy song to which we were accustomed 
in the winter months. It is now up to the eyes in domestic 
work, and you may easily find its nest in the hedge bank by the 
litter of dead brown leaves it has carelessly left over when nest- 
building. If you find the bright-eyed, bold-eyed dam sitting, 
,00k out for a well-peeked finger, for she is BrUou enough 
defend her hearth and home to the utmost. Ttebtak cap 
warbler has arrived, as its well-known »«g ££ 

has the sedge warbler, or “ Irish mg tinga e has 

its soft, sweet notes are frequently heard a^ht,»t^ ^ 

been frequently mistaken for its ™ oie amid the thickening 

greenfinch is singing its Towards 

chorus you recognise the voic teg Q f the grasshopper 

the end of the month the o\v, s t j, a t time probably 

warbler may be heard, foi t e ir re dstart will very likely 
revisited us. The willow warbler an ^ woods and fields, 
have joined the increasing oicie^ rapidly assuming tl,eu 
The chaffinch and yellowhammci going a-courting. 

highest and brightest plumage, increase ; there is s0 

As March tails out the day. Fortunately for 

thing fresh and interesting to n ^ Birds Protection ^ 

them and other songsters, the ' f Marc h till the 

commences its supervision i° lTl 
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• • hv no means so “ protective as it might 
August, although it is oy decis ively expressed concerning 
be if public opinmH wer ^ q( their e ggs and young. To 
the vandalism of robD g of the gr een lanes and woods 

our song birds we owe ■. ^ summer to us without them, 

of Old England, it " flowers Compare a ramble amid the 
in spite of leaves an ^ wjth a similar one in England, 

woods and fields o s / wit h their birdless silence, for the 

In the former you ^ d rob bed of their eggs, until the 

songsters are shot, trappeu, 

C0U b‘I if thTmagic spell of the “ opening year" has awakened 
, 1 , birds to song, and summoned here the migrants from 
„ them climes, it has not been less act, ve m st.rnng our 
En-lish insects into renewed life. Perhaps hey are even 
mom sensitive and responsive to the increasing light and heat 
than the birds. All through the winter, on bright warm days, 
a ruddy “ tortoiseshell ” butterfly may be seen occasionally 
flitting up and down, and settling for a moment on the drier 
and warmer parts of the road. Perhaps it will call for a 
paragraph in some newspaper about the “ remarkable mildness 
of the season ” — the writer not being aware that this is one of 
our few double-brooded butterflies, and that these occasional 
winter-flying specimens are those which have been hybernating 
since October, and have been warmed into a few hours life 
by a winter day’s sun. 

1 hat finer exquisitely shaped and coloured butterfly, the 
Brimstone ( Gonepteryx rhamni) is certain to be seen on 
similar days haunting the sunny side of the lanes and roads. 
i ^ \ Set ^ es ^ 0wn > n °tice how the angles of the outer wings 

closelvtW CaUS f ^ t0 resem ^^ e a yellowish green leaf so 
v , L , at ’ even lf y°u were hunting for it, you might pass it 

mimicry , or the protective 


by! This^s^ 611 ^ 7°n Were hunting for it, you might pass it 

resemblance wWch^iv^tV ^ ° f ”**”**”?’ ° r the P rotective 
a brimstone butterfly as h TF assume -. If y° u closely follow 
ghost. Li be on i . settles down, it seem to vanish like a 

Look out on these'^arlv 5 ^ Sudden1 ^ 
gorgeous of our native u . , ^P nn g days for those most 

“ Peacock.” The former ? tt< ! rflies » the “ Red Admiral ” and the 
surfaces of its win<»s arF ^ > e . ^ ar § er °f the two, and the inner 
red The “ Peacock ” is * damty mosaic of black, white, and 
0 Eish-black, grey ) and ° narne d from the large, eye-like rings 

red > on similar parts. Both insects 
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have a trick, when settled down on a sunn h 
and closing their wings at rythmical interval u F ° penin S 
some of my early reading aright, the late U aar t Y emember 
delightful book of his “ The World of Mind ” c &y ° r ’ ln that 
do this because they love 

suppose it reminded him of a lady before her own mirror 

Among other freshly - appearing butterflies which either 
revive from their winter s torpidity in their hybenutiiw sties 
or else are developed as the month grows on from their chrysalis 
condition, are the “Green Veined White,” the “Small White 
Cabbage, and the 1 ainted Lady. On warm evenings the 
moths begin to appear ; at first few in number, but increasing 
with the lengthening days. They may be found in the daytime 
by a very careful search closely squatted on tree trunks, 
branches, hedge-banks, and hedges ; and you cannot but notice 
how marvellously the tints and markings of their wings resemble 
their surroundings, so as to protect them. Among the moths 
which should be sought for, and will be certainly found during 
the month of March, are the “Light Orange Under-wing,” the 
“ Dotted Border,” the “ Early Grey,” the “ Tissue Moth,” the 
“ Early Thorn,” the “Herald,” the “Quaker Moth,” the “Clouded 

Drab,” &c. 

The sunny banks on the roads and lane sides are always the 
places to look for insects on the wing. There is almost the 
difference of a climate between the sunny and the shady sides. 
Some of the larger two-winged or dipetrous flies eg.n o 
turn out in force. A few are clad in metallic green and rubj, 
and their colours delight the eye like t ose o °\\ 
rise in the air, especially in the evenings « 
days ; an occasional dragon-fly puts in a u -|iere t ] ie 

the end of the month; at which time in places^ ^ 

ground is dried by those March win s a ^ bi ac k ants 
of dust worth a king’s ransom, you w . summe r 

issuing forth, and making arrangements for 

campaigns. , . • n t i ie j r glorified robes 

But if the flowers did not appeal c ^ ese insects would 

from the winter’s resurrection, neary and manufacture 

be foodless. For them they sea e turn for which tic 
superabundant stores of pollen, 1 n formed , namely that o 
important function m noW putting on then oia 
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bright sunny days the chequered 

wedding garments, and an d daisies which are 

„o!d and sliver of ith delight, and telling Q f 

ri, rouging the a sight never to be forgotten, 

happy hours to come, nieadows and along the margins 
In the damper paits through them, the marsh 

of the runnels which ^ golden glory, the “ Mary buds 
marigolds appear in a shakespeare speaks. Like the 

of golden hue, oi appearing in the woods, and which 
anemones which are no . g anuncu lacce\ a slight observation 
belong to the same ^ have n0 real petals, but that 

will show that and rich colour are assumed 

£ P t;fs a wh"h in most flowers are usually green, viz., the 
IT so that no coloured petals are necessary. This ,s 
a bt’of floral domestic economy well worth making a note 
of and is one very characteristic of the order above 
mentioned Whilst speaking of buttercups and their relations 
I would draw attention to one of the earliest kinds 
(, Ranunculus bulbosis ), or St. Mark’s turnip, which can 
be easily identified by the swollen underground part of the 
stem which has obtained for it its common name. 

But the greening lanes and old walls are the places to look 
for early spring flowers. One can hardly help being struck by 
the eagerness with which they love to blossom. Whereas the 
summer plants deliberately leaf first and flower last, the 
spring kinds reverse this order more or less. The coltsfoot, 
hazel, willow, and to a great extent even the violets, 
flow ci before they leaf. One of the most noticeable, smallest, 
and picttiest of early British flowers, abundant in all old 
walls and dry banks, is the willow grass (Draba verna ), 
mpnt 101 r * ?u S s P ec * es< Notice the pretty rosette arrange- 
of crm° ti, f Smal ) leaves S( l ua tting so closely to the place 
stalk cl: Tk tlG centre of which rises the frail flower- 
A sixpence^ 7 u & a ' most microscopical white flowers, 
required by this & C ° Ver the humble area of growth 

of the lanlalrb 1 ^ 5 P ' ant In the shadier partS 

observe a clump f 1 hedges you will probably 

attention may have°bl' §1 , lter §reen ’ and P erha P s y0Ur r 
the leaves. These 1 drawn to the exquisite shape of 
tellina). it s delirat^ 11 ^ a ' C t ^ le m oschatel (Adoxa moscha- 

ower-stalks are crowned with five 
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pale green flowers, four being arranged 

and the fiffK , ., §ea 

c-like 
dias, 1 
agine 

centre, but the same difficulty would” "apply™ "L" at 
partly covering the same hank Ja 1 


square, and the fifth crowning the top SOrt sol 'fl 

faint musk-like smell. This humble pl ant u!, ^ 
order Aralias, whose headquarters are in i a y° n ^ 
bardlv imagine whv it ba« rr^f „„ r. ^ ^ an ‘ 


hardly imagine why it has got 
but the 

which 
the 

order, unlike 


r oot has a 
:s to the 
You can 


so far away from its native 

h is partly covering the i^Luk^and dlnW ^ 
adjacent trees, for they are both „r ? “ p 


, ^uinDin 

, , ' ey are both members of the same 
though they seem, and are also the only 


. ~ clibU 1 

two species represented in our British flora. Here too the 
wild strawberry is growing, one of the prettiest-leaved of 
our English plants; and, close by, is its first cousin, the 
yellow potentilla. The purple-flowered dead-nettles ’ now 
strongly flank the basis of the hedge-rows, whilst their 
near ally, the white dead-nettles, are growing even more rankly 
lower down. Keeping company with them is the dark blue- 
flowered ground ivy. The sweet violets, blue and white, 
betray their hiding-places by their delicious perfumes. The 
exquisite minute-flowered forget-me-not ( Myosotis collina) 
clusters in clumps on the dry banks, where, perhaps, an 
early specimen of the bright blue germander speedwell may 
be found. 

On the clay soil in woods and nooks the primroses have 
gathered in their hosts ; in the meadows, the earliest cowslips 
have put in an appearance, in company with the lilac-tinted 
ladies’ smock or “cuckoo flower,’ and the creeping yellow crou 
foot. The shrubs and woods are “dim with the misty green of 
budding leaves.” The tide of spring life is flowing in rapidly. 
All the earth and air is loud with bird music. The sunny win , 
even when easterly, stir one's blood like old wine Day unto 
day is uttering the speech of nature ; night unto mg * 

her knowledge. It is a time to live, to think, to ponder, and 

grow reverent in ! Dr j e Taylor. 



